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Birchwood Golf Club Juniors
Mission Statement
Our juniors will have the opportunity to develop their golfing skills in a safe and friendly environment, regardless of ability. Their participation in golf will help them acquire essential life skills and build confidence, integrity and self-esteem. 

www.bgcjuniors.co.uk
BIRCHWOOD GOLF CLUB 
JUNIOR CHARTER 

and 

DUTY OF CARE POLICY

Our Aims

· To have a recognised Junior Section, with minimum membership restrictions.
· To create a welcoming and safe environment where any concerns can be addressed.
· To ensure the safety of our junior members by adopting the EGU and ELGA Children in Golf Child Protection guidelines.
· To operate a coaching system that monitors and measures each member’s progress.
· To organise regular competitions within the club and with other golf clubs.
· To nurture and encourage each member’s participation in golf.
· To recognise and respond to the needs of all our junior members without discrimination.
PLAYING THE COURSE

· No junior is allowed to play on the course on their own at any time.

· There are no specific tee times for juniors.

· Juniors must tee-off from the first tee if no one is waiting.
· The correct tee markers must be used on all holes.

· The appropriate golf wear and shoes must be worn at all times. An umbrella and waterproof trousers should be carried in the bag at all times.

· A mobile phone may be carried, for safety reasons, whilst on the course.
· If golfers in front have created more than a one-hole gap and the golfers behind are waiting, call them through and stand to one side.

· If following golfers are in an official club competition, they have priority; stand to one side and let them through.

· Keep track of the direction of any golf ball and should it be heading towards another golfer, shout ‘FORE’ loudly in their direction. Should a golf ball enter private property do not retrieve it. If the ball has or may have damaged any surrounding property, always report it. The club has an accidental damage insurance policy and no member will be liable.

· Be very careful when crossing the road from holes three to four and thirteen to fourteen, as there is no speed restriction for cars.
· All lakes and ditches are potentially dangerous; when using a ball retriever ensure that another junior is present.

· All juniors must be aware of personal safety whilst playing on the course. If anything untoward happens (to you or a playing partner) call the clubhouse on 01925 818819 or go to the nearest house or golfer. Tell them exactly what has happened and ask that they contact the clubhouse immediately. (Nothing has ever happened to any junior member at this club whilst on the course, but it is important to be aware of the above recommendations).   

· Behaviour on the course should be exemplary. In addition to other players on the course, there are many members who live around the course who are likely to report inappropriate behaviour.
· On completion of the round, always shake hands with the other players. Check the scorecards and agree the scores before signing them. Once a card is signed it cannot be altered. On most occasions, an incorrectly marked card that is signed will result in disqualification. 
IN THE CLUBHOUSE

· It is expected that juniors will behave correctly and show respect to all other members and staff.
· The club house dress code must be observed. Soiled or wet golf wear, golf shoes or trainers must not be worn.
· The gaming machine and the Sports Bar are out-of-bounds to all juniors.
· No purchase or consumption of alcohol is allowed by those under eighteen years of age.

· Smoking is banned both in the clubhouse and on the course.

· Mobile phones are permitted but should not be used in the clubhouse.
· The changing rooms must only be used for that purpose; juniors must not loiter in that area for any other reason.
· Never leave golf equipment unattended, whether at this club or a visiting club. Put clubs into a car boot or keep them within constant sight. Never leave valuables or money in a golf bag. Report any suspicious behaviour around the clubhouse or in the locker room to a member of staff.
PLAYING FOR THE TEAM

· If selected to play for the team you will be an ambassador for our club, so please observe and act on the important points below. These rules apply for both home and away venues.

· Be at the clubhouse at the requested time. If there is a problem, contact the person in charge of the event and leave a contact number.

· Ensure parents/carers are aware of all arrangements regarding the event.

· Remember to wear the requested team shirt and black trousers. Always bring a jacket, white shirt and club tie, unless you are told otherwise. (Failure to observe this may affect your future selection).
· Private hire minibuses are used for away matches.  The minibus will leave from and return to BGC.  You will behave appropriately and wear a seat belt in the minibus, at all times.

· Observe the rules of any venues visited, while playing on the course and in the clubhouse.

· Should there be a dispute on the course, remain calm but continue the round and seek guidance from the event organiser on completion. 
· On completion of your round, put your clubs in the minibus or in a safe place until your transport arrives.
· Do not leave the venue you are visiting without permission. Be ready to return when requested to do so and ensure that you have collected all your belongings.
· You will be expected to contribute £10 towards the transport costs for away events.
· Please ensure that you inform the event organiser, at the earliest opportunity, if you are unwell or feel unable to play; this will not jeopardise future selection.
· Do not be disappointed if you are not selected to play in consecutive matches; we try to include as many juniors as possible. 
POINTS OF NOTE
Fair Play 

We have adopted the European Code of Sports Ethics, which means that golf at Birchwood Golf Club is played in a spirit of fair play.
“Much more than playing within the rules, fair play incorporates the concepts of friendship, respect for others and always playing within the right spirit.  Fair play is defined as a way of thinking, not just a way of behaving.  It incorporates issues concerned with the elimination of cheating, gamesmanship, doping, violence (both physical and verbal), exploitation, unequal opportunities, excessive commercialism and corruption.”

Bullying

We aim to have a bully-free junior section at Birchwood Golf Club. Juniors must report any incidents of physical or verbal bullying to the Birchwood Golf Club Welfare Officer.
Coaching and Etiquette

We offer a mandatory 5-week coaching course for new members, which includes etiquette lessons (basic rules and how to behave), under the guidance of our resident PGA professional, Carl Edwards. These lessons are free and on completion you will be presented with a certificate.
Handicaps

To obtain a handicap at Birchwood Golf Club you must play the complete course on three separate occasions, accompanied by another junior member (with handicap), senior member, lady member or parent. You must play from the blue tee markers (if blue markers are not present, use the red ones). Ensure all three cards are signed and placed in an envelope marked ‘Junior Handicap Request’ and then hand them in at the clubhouse.  
Playing the course 

If you are playing the course casually, 0-28 handicaps play from the yellow tees and 29-36 handicaps from the blue tees.  There are no specific tee times for juniors but you can tee-off from the 1st tee having checked with the pro’s shop. Tee availability can be checked/booked by phoning the pro’s shop on 01925 825216. Junior competitions are held on Saturdays with reserve tee times. Check the website for details: www.bgcjuniors.co.uk 

Competitions
We run a 2-tier competition system; scratch to 28 handicap juniors can win the main competition, 29-36 handicap juniors (‘the 29ers’) have their own competition. Weekly competitions are held throughout the season.

Knockout competitions must be played by the date specified and any problems must be notified to the competition organiser as soon as possible before the allotted playing date, otherwise players will be disqualified.

Outside competitions

Outside competitions are the individual player’s responsibility. Disciplinary action may be taken if a junior does not notify the host club if they cancel.

Playing in senior competitions.

Single figure handicap juniors are allowed to play in senior club competitions. You may place your name on the competition reserve list after 5.00pm on the Sunday following the Friday night draw. Should a junior win the competition they will receive a certificate and if it is a ‘board’ competition, their name will be recorded on the winners’ board.
Fundraising events

Each year thousands of pounds are raised for the junior section through various fund raising events. This has to be a team effort with help from juniors, their parents, family and friends. Please help us in our efforts to support the junior section through contributing to and attending fund raising events. 
Insurance 

Birchwood Golf Club has a free insurance policy in force for all members whilst playing on the course.  This covers a golfer for third party claims for damage to property. Please ensure you have adequate cover for anything outside of our club liability.
Junior holiday

The base for our junior holiday is the YHA in Keswick. The criteria for joining the holiday are that juniors must be at least fourteen years old and have a maximum handicap of 24.  It is a great team building exercise and new friendships are often formed after the 5 days away.  Our fund raising activities enable us to subsidise the holiday (the cost for 2007 was £140).  

Club shirt and tie 

All juniors are presented with a junior club shirt, which is to create a good image for our club, both at home and at away venues. On formal occasions or when requested, you will be expected to wear a white shirt and the junior section club tie. When representing the junior section, either fund raising or playing, you must wear the club shirt with black trousers.  Out on the course or in the clubhouse you can wear the shirt at any time you wish. 
Swipe cards

After joining the club and paying the appropriate fees, you will be presented with a swipe card. This will enable you to buy food and drink at discounted prices. You simply present the card to the bar/catering staff with a sum of money, which will be registered on the card. When purchasing food or drink, present the card and you will be issued with a receipt that will tell you how much is left on the card. There is a menu in the clubhouse specifically for juniors.
County recognition

Regular reports and updates are sent to the CUGC in respect of promising junior golfers.  Please ensure that you inform the junior organiser if you receive an invitation to attend a county coaching session. As a reward a special county sweater will be presented to any junior selected to play in an official county competition.
Medical records

To conform to EGU/ELGA guidelines, a ‘Player Profile Form’ MUST be completed in respect of all juniors. Forms will be taken to any events away from the club for the duration of the trip. Confidentiality is assured and the organiser responsible will keep the forms should parents/carers need to be contacted in emergency.

Junior organisers and responsibilities
	Name
	Responsibility
	Contact Details

	Graham McCormack
	Lead Junior Organiser
	Tel: 01925 810286

e-mail: gfmccormack@ntlworld.com

	Mark Hunt

Assistant Junior Organiser


	Club Competitions, handicaps, junior holiday & County
	Tel: 01925 766039

e-mail: mark.pne@virgin.net

	Phil Kirkham
Assistant Junior Organiser
	Golf Welfare Officer, friendly matches and
Junior Section Finance
	Tel: 01925 764502
e-mail: phil.kirkham@ukonline.co.uk

	Steve Bloomfield

Assistant Junior Organiser


	Assistant Golf Welfare Officer and friendly matches.
	Tel: 01925 823516

e-mail: jsbloomfield@tiscali.co.uk

	Mike Seddon
Assistant Junior Organiser


	Coaching & BMW knock out
	Tel: 01925 825837
e-mail: michael.seddon2@btinternet.com

	Val Bourke

Assistant Junior Organiser


	Coaching
	Tel : 01925 831938

e-mail : michael_bourke99@msn.com

	Tony Knowles

Assistant Junior Organiser


	Sponsorship & Fund Raising
	Tel : 01925 825025

	Steve Rigby

Assistant Junior Organiser


	Team and Matches
Junior Holiday
	Tel: 01925 815319

e-mail: Stephen.Rigby@ins-innovation.com


Junior groups

Our junior section is made up of 3 groups as below: 
· 0 – 9 hdcp

Elite Squad

· 10 – 28 hdcp
Intermediate Squad

· 29 – 45 hdcp
The 29ers
Presentation evening

The day starts with a junior team challenging the seniors for The David Inglis Cup.  The evening starts with The Lady Captain presenting the cup to the winning Captain. A highlight of the evening is the presentation of ‘the blazer’ by the outgoing junior Captain to the incoming junior Captain.  A souvenir programme is produced, which is a complete record of the events for that year, recording individual winners’ names. It is a superb evening where families are encouraged to attend and join in the celebrations.

Mr Captain, Lady Captain and the Junior Captain

Juniors should show courtesy to the captain and lady captain with the appropriate form of address, ‘Mr Captain’ and ‘Lady Captain’ respectively. If while on the course they catch you up, it is expected that you will offer to let them play through.
The Junior Captain need not be addressed as such but it is most important that you recognise and respect their position and offer your help when asked.
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